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City of Gold Bar Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, September 15, 2026

CALL TO ORDER, FLAG SALUTE, ROLL CALL

Mayor Yarbrough called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. The meeting was held in hybrid format. Present in person
were Councilmembers Craig, Lie, Martin, Russell, and Sears. Staff members present in person included Public
Works Director Norris, Chief Whalen, and Clerk Stowe. Office Manager Beaston attended via Zoom.

AGENDA APPROVAL

Councilmember Sears moved to approve the agenda as presented and with a second by Councilmember Russell, the
motion carried.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Yarbrough met with Chief Whalen and Index Mayor Johnson regarding potentially removing areas east and
south of Sultan from the Gold Bar region. He is working on the application process for becoming a Tree City and on
the Snohomish County Conservation grant application. Office Manager Beaston attended a recent Department of
Emergency Management meeting in his place.

STAFF REPORT

Chief Whalen said Deputy Brunsdon represented Gold Bar at the 9/11 memorial. Chief Whalen talked about a recent
call in Gold Bar that utilized a drone, which led to brief discussion around drone accessibility, where they are useful,
and how they help with officer safety. He said Bridge Services have received equipment and that while Sultan is not
participating at this time, they may in the future. Deputy staffing should be back to normal soon.

Director Norris said staff have been grinding and repairing sidewalks and working on the Stickney Mountain Place
fence and stormwater catch basins. He also said the city has had to replace the hand-helds used for reading meters.
Councilmember Lie asked about equipment that allows staff to drive by meters for reads but those are very cost-
prohibitive.

Clerk Stowe had a flyer and business card that was dropped off for councilmembers relating to a community group
in Sultan.

Office Manager Beaston attended a recent DEM meeting and said they covered emergency gathering spots such as
parks, supplies for ‘doomsday boxes’, communication options, local resources, and bridges. She has covered the
information in the past, but it was applicable for new DEM staff.

COUNCIL COMMENTS
Councilmember Lie spoke briefly about the upcoming Snohomish County Tomorrow presentations. He would like

to see regulation banning family burials on residential lots on the next agenda. He talked about the Startup Event
Center as a potential emergency shelter and the need for a fire-resistant building that meets seismic code. He
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encouraged Mayor Yarbrough to invite the Sultan School District for a presentation on the next agenda before
ballots go out so that voters know what is in their bond.

Councilmember Martin talked about fire district teams supporting Oregon.

Councilmember Russell said there was another cougar sighting and encouraged people to report these to the
Department of Fish and Wildlife.

CITIZEN COMMENTS

Danielle (no last name given) spoke about her opposition to the potential land acquisition for a pedestrian path near
her home. She talked about environmental impacts, where recreation can be allowed, native growth protection areas,
trespassing, homelessness, maintenance, privacy, safety, and garbage.

PUBLIC HEARING

Clerk Stowe called the public hearing to order at 7:28 pm. She reviewed the hearing process and no councilmembers
had any reason to recuse themselves from the hearing discussing the 2027 budget. She then spoke briefly about
preliminary budget work, including cost of living increases, revenue less than expected, and increased costs for law
enforcement. Director Norris said the city is applying for a federal grant to improve fire protection such as replacing
the old wood reservoir and booster pumps, and a County grant to pave Powell Lane. Councilmember Lie asked if the
city had any banked capacity for the upcoming property tax levy, which it does not. Councilmember Martin asked if
there were funds for the county grant since the county had budget issues, but those funds are available.
Councilmember Russell asked if the budget would take into consideration rising fuel costs, which it will.

With no further discussion, Councilmember Sears moved to adjourn the public hearing and with a second by
Councilmember Russell the motion carried. The public hearing was adjourned at 7:40 pm and the regular agenda
resumed.

CONTINUED BUSINESS - none
NEW BUSINESS

Ordinance #796, Code Review. This ordinance involves a lot of material and Clerk Stowe asked the council to take
their time reviewing it. She also asked them to consider reading the municipal code in full to see if there are other
updates needed that she might have missed. Because this ordinance includes portions of zoning code, there will be a
public hearing when it is next on the agenda. Councilmember Lie asked if lawyers had reviewed updates to code in
the past when Linda Loen was mayor but that was unclear. He asked about archived ordinances and what ordinances
adopted each code title. Clerk Stowe told him that ordinances up to #700 were archived with the State and those
from #700 on were at the city hall. She and Director Norris also showed him where ordinances and associated dates
are listed within each title on the municipal code. With no further discussion, Councilmember Sears moved to accept
Ordinance #796 for an introduction and first reading and with a second by Councilmember Russell, the motion
carried.

FINAL COUNCIL COMMENTS/OTHER BUSINESS

Councilmember Sears complimented staff on the city hall railings.

Councilmember Lie reiterated that he would like a presentation from the school district.
COUNCIL MINUTES APPROVAL

Councilmember Sears moved to approve the September 1%, 2026 minutes as presented and with a second by
Councilmember Russell, the motion carried.

VOUCHER APPROVAL
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Councilmember Martin moved to approve checks numbering 39397 through 39417 with EFTs, with $389,961.97 for
claims and $1,000.00 for payroll and taxes, for a grand total of $390,961.97 and with a second by Councilmember
Russell, the motion carried. This includes the final payment for the city’s USDA loan.

ADJOURNMENT

Councilmember Russell moved to adjourn the meeting and with a second by Councilmember Sears, the motion
carried and the meeting was adjourned at 7:49 pm.

Steve Yarbrough, Mayor Lisa Stowe, Clerk/Treasurer



