RCW 4.24.210

Liability of owners or others in possession of land and water areas for
injuries to recreation users—Known dangerous artificial latent
conditions—Other limitations.

(1) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (3) or {4) of this section, any public or
private landowners, hydroelectric project owners, or others in lawful possession and control of
any lands whether designated resource, rural, or urban, or water areas or channels and lands
adjacent to such areas or channels, who allow members of the public to use them for the
purposes of outdoor recreation, which term includes, but is not limited to, the cutting,
gathering, and removing of firewood by private persons for their personal use without
purchasing the firewood from the landowner, hunting, fishing, camping, picnicking, swimming,
hiking, bicycling, skateboarding or other nonmotorized wheel-based activities, aviation
activities including, but not limited to, the operation of airplanes, ultra-light airplanes, hang
gliders, parachutes, and paragliders, rock climbing, the riding of horses or other animals, clam
digging, pleasure driving of off-road vehicles, snowmobiles, and other vehicles, boating,
kayaking, canoeing, rafting, nature study, winter or water sports, viewing or enjoying historical,
archaeological, scenic, or scientific sites, without charging a fee of any kind therefor, shall not
be liable for unintentional injuries to such users.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (3) or (4) of this section, any public or
private landowner or others in lawful possession and control of any lands whether rural or
urban, or water areas or channels and lands adjacent to such areas or channels, who offer or
allow such land to be used for purposes of a fish or wildlife cooperative project, or allow
access to such land for cleanup of litter or other solid waste, shall not be liable for
unintentional injuries to any volunteer group or to any other users.

(3) Any public or private landowner, or others in lawful possession and control of the
land, may charge an administrative fee of up to twenty-five dollars for the cutting, gathering,
and removing of firewood from the land.

(4)(a) Nothing in this section shall prevent the liability of a landowner or others in lawful
possession and control for injuries sustained to users by reason of a known dangerous
artificial latent condition for which warning signs have not been conspicuously posted.

(i) A fixed anchor used in rock climbing and put in place by someone other than a
landowner is not a known dangerous artificial latent condition and a landowner under
subsection (1) of this section shall not be liable for unintentional injuries resulting from the
condition or use of such an anchor.

(i) Releasing water or flows and making waterways or channels available for kayaking,
canoeing, or rafting purposes pursuant to and in substantial compliance with a hydroelectric
license issued by the federal energy regutatory commission, and making adjacent lands
available for purposes of allowing viewing of such activities, does not create a known
dangerous artificial latent condition and hydroelectric project owners under subsection (1) of
this section shall not be liable for unintentional injuries to the recreational users and observers
resulting from such releases and activities.

(b) Nothing in RCW 4.24.200 and this section limits or expands in any way the doctrine
of attractive nuisance.

(c) Usage by members of the public, volunteer groups, or other users is permissive
and does not support any claim of adverse possession.



(5) For purposes of this section, the following are not fees:

(a) A license or permit issued for statewide use under authority of chapter 79A.05
RCW or Title 77 RCW;

(b) A pass or permit issued under RCW 79A_80.020, 79A.80.030, or 79A.80.040;

(¢) A daily charge not to exceed twenty dollars per person, per day, for access to a
publicly owned ORV sports park, as defined in RCW 46.09.310, or other public facility
accessed by a highway, street, or nonhighway road for the purposes of off-road vehicle use;
and

(d) Payments to landowners for public access from state, local, or nonprofit
organizations established under department of fish and wildlife cooperative public access
agreements if the landowner does not charge a fee to access the land subject to the
cooperative agreement.

[2017 ¢ 245§ 1; 2012 ¢ 15 § 1. Prior: 2011 ¢ 320 § 11; 2011 ¢ 171 § 2; 2011 ¢ 53 § 1; 2006
c 212 § 6; prior: 2003 ¢ 39 § 2; 2003 ¢ 16 § 2; 1997 ¢ 26 § 1; 1992 ¢ 52 § 1; prior: 1991 ¢ 69
§1;1991c 50 §1;1980 c 111 §1; 1979 ¢ 53 § 1; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 17; 1969 ex.s. c 24 §
2; 1967 ¢ 216 § 2]

NOTES:

Findings—Intent—2011 ¢ 320: See RCW 79A.80.005.
Effective date—2011 ¢ 320: See note following RCW 79A.80.005.

Intent—2011 ¢ 171: "This act is intended to reconcile and conform amendments
made in chapter 161, Laws of 2010 with other legislation passed during the 2010 legislative
sessions, as well as provide technical amendments to codified sections affected by chapter
161, Laws of 2010. Any statutory changes made by this act should be interpreted as technical
in nature and not be interpreted to have any substantive policy or legal implications." [ 2011 ¢
171§ 1.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: "Except for section 129 of this act, this act is
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of
the state government and its existing public institutions, and takes effect July 1, 2011." [ 2011
c 171 § 142}

Finding—2003 ¢ 16: "The legislature finds that some property owners in
Washington are concerned about the possibility of liability arising when individuals are
permitted to engage in potentially dangerous outdoor recreational activities, such as rock
climbing. Although RCW 4.24.210 provides property owners with immunity from legal claims
for any unintentional injuries suffered by certain individuals recreating on their land, the
legislature finds that it is important to the promotion of rock climbing opportunities to
specifically include rock climbing as one of the recreational activities that are included in RCW
4.24.210. By including rock climbing in RCW 4.24.210, the legislature intends merely to
provide assurance to the owners of property suitable for this type of recreation, and does not
intend to limit the application of RCW 4.24.210 to other types of recreation. By providing that a
landowner shall not be liable for any unintentional injuries resulting from the condition or use



of a fixed anchor used in rock climbing, the legislature recognizes that such fixed anchors are

recreational equipment used by climbers for which a landowner has no duty of care." [ 2003 ¢
16 § 1.].

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 79A.35.070.
Off-road and nonhighway vehicles: Chapter 46.09 RCW.

Snowmobiles: Chapter 46.10 RCW.



RCW 46.09.310
Definitions.

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly
requires otherwise.

(1) "Advisory committee" means the nonhighway and off-road vehicle activities
advisory committee established in RCW 46.09.340.

(2) "Board" means the recreation and conservation funding board established in RCW
79A.25.110.

(3) "Dealer” means a person, partnership, association, or corporation engaged in the
business of selling off-road vehicles at wholesale or retail in this state.

(4) "Direct supervision” means that the supervising adult must be in a position, on
another wheeled all-terrain vehicle or specialty off-highway vehicle or motorbike or, if on the
ground, within a reasonable distance of the unlicensed operator, to provide close support,
assistance, or direction to the unlicensed operator.

(5) "Emergency management" means the carrying out of emergency functions related
to responding and recovering from emergencies and disasters, and to aid victims suffering
from injury or damage, resulting from disasters caused by all hazards, whether natural,
technological, or human caused, and to provide support for search and rescue operations for
persons and property in distress.

(6) "Highway," for the purpose of this chapter only, means the entire width between the
boundary lines of every roadway publicly maintained by the state department of transportation
or any county or city with funding from the motor vehicle fund. A highway is generally capable
of travel by a conventional two-wheel drive passenger automobile during most of the year and
in use by such vehicles.

(7) "Nonhighway road" means any road owned or managed by a public agency, a
primitive road, or any private road for which the owner has granted an easement for public use
for which appropriations from the motor vehicle fund were not used for (a) original construction
or reconstruction in the last twenty-five years; or (b) maintenance in the last four years.

(8) "Nonhighway road recreation facilities" means recreational facilities that are
adjacent to, or accessed by, a nonhighway road and intended primarily for nonhighway road
recreational users.

(9) "Nonhighway road recreational user” means a person whose purpose for
consuming fuel on a nonhighway road or off-road is primarily for nonhighway road recreational
purposes, including, but not limited to, hunting, fishing, camping, sightseeing, wildlife viewing,
picnicking, driving for pleasure, kayaking/canceing, and gathering berries, firewood,
mushrooms, and other natural products.

(10) "Nonhighway vehicle" means any motorized vehicle including an ORV when used
for recreational purposes on nonhighway roads, trails, or a variety of other natural terrain.

Nonhighway vehicle does not include:

(a) Any vehicle designed primarily for travel on, over, or in the water;

(b} Snowmobiles or any military vehicles; or

(c) Any vehicle eligible for a motor vehicle fuel tax exemption or rebate under chapter
82.38 RCW while an exemption or rebate is claimed. This exemption includes but is not
limited to farm, construction, and logging vehicles.



(11) "Nonmotorized recreational facilities" means recreational trails and facilities that
are adjacent to, or accessed by, a nonhighway road and intended primarily for nonmotorized
recreational users.

(12) "Nonmotorized recreational user" means a person whose purpose for consuming
fuel on a nonhighway road or off-road is primarily for nonmotorized recreational purposes
including, but not limited to, walking, hiking, backpacking, climbing, cross-country skiing,
snowshoeing, mountain biking, horseback riding, and pack animal activities.

(13) "Organized competitive event" means any competition, advertised in advance
through written notice to organized clubs or published in local newspapers, sponsored by
recognized clubs, and conducted at a predetermined time and place.

(14) "ORV recreation facilities" include, but are not limited to, ORV trails, trailheads,
campgrounds, ORV sports parks, and ORV use areas, designated for ORV use by the
managing authority.

(15) "ORV recreational user" means a person whose purpose for consuming fuel on
nonhighway roads or off-road is primarily for ORV recreational purposes, including but not
limited to riding an all-terrain vehicle, motorcycling, or driving a four-wheel drive vehicle or
dune buggy.

(16) "ORV sports park”" means a facility designed to accommodate competitive ORV
recreational uses including, but not limited to, motocross racing, four-wheel drive competitions,
and flat track racing. Use of ORV sports parks can be competitive or noncompetitive in nature.

(17) "ORV trail" means a multiple-use corridor designated by the managing authority
and maintained for recreational use by motorized vehicles.

(18) "Primitive road" means a linear route managed for use by four-whee! drive or high-
clearance vehicles that is generally not maintained or paved, a road designated by a county
as primitive under RCW 36.75.300, or a road designated by a city or town as primitive under a
local ordinance.

(19) "Wheeled all-terrain vehicle" means (a) any motorized nonhighway vehicle with
handlebars that is fifty inches or less in width, has a seat height of at least twenty inches,
weighs less than one thousand five hundred pounds, and has four tires having a diameter of
thirty inches or less, or (b) a utility-type vehicle designed for and capable of travel over
designated roads that travels on four or more low-pressure tires of twenty psi or less, has a
maximum width less than seventy-four inches, has a maximum weight less than two thousand
pounds, has a wheelbase of one hundred ten inches or less, and satisfies at least one of the
following: (i} Has a minimum width of fifty inches; (i) has a minimum weight of at least nine
hundred pounds; or (iii) has a wheelbase of over sixty-one inches.

[ 2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23 § 3; (2013 2nd sp.s. c 23 § 2 expired July 1, 2015); 2013 ¢ 225 § 607;

2010 c 161 § 213; 2007 ¢ 241§ 13, 2004 c 105§ 1; 1986 c 206 §1; 1979 c 158 § 129; 1977
ex.s. ¢ 220 § 1; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 3; 1971 ex.s. c 47 § 7. Formerly RCW 46.09.020.]

NOTES:

Reviser's note: The definitions in this section have been alphabetized pursuant to
RCW 1.08.015(2)(k).

Effective date—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23 § 3: "Section 3 of this act takes effect July 1,
2015." [ 2013 2nd sp.s. c 23 § 28.]



Expiration date—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23 § 2: "Section 2 of this act expires July 1,
2015."[ 2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23 § 27.]

Effective date—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: "Except for sections 3 and 25 of this act, this
act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or
support of the state government and its existing public institutions, and takes effect July 28,
2013."[ 2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23 § 26.]

Finding—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW 46.09.442.

Effective date—2013 ¢ 225: See note following RCW 82.38.010.

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws of 2010
and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative session—2010 ¢ 161: See
notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Intent—Effective date—2007 ¢ 241: See notes following RCW 79A.25.005.

Effective date—1986 ¢ 206: "This act shall take effect on June 30, 1986." [ 1986 ¢
206 § 17.]

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 79A.35.070.



RCW 46.09.360

Regulation by local political subdivisions or state agencies.

(1) Notwithstanding any of the provisions of this chapter, any city, town, county, or
other political subdivision of this state, or any state agency, may regulate the operation of
nonhighway vehicles on public lands, waters, and other properties under its jurisdiction, and
on streets, roads, or highways within its boundaries by adopting regulations or ordinances of
its governing body, provided such regulations are not less stringent than the provisions of this
chapter. However, the legislative body of a city or town with a population of less than three
thousand persons may, by ordinance, designate a street or highway within its boundaries to
be suitable for use by off-road vehicles. The legislative body of a county may, by ordinance,
designate a road or highway within its boundaries to be suitable for use by off-road vehicles.

(2) For purposes of this section, "off-road vehicles" does not include wheeled all-terrain
vehicles.

[ 2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23 § 11; 2006 c 212 § 4; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 220 § 15; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 47 § 23.
Formerly RCW 46.09.180.]

NOTES:

Finding—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW 46.09.442.

Effective date—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW 46.09.310.



RCW 46.09.450

Authorized and prohibited uses for off-road vehicles.

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, it is lawful to operate an off-road
vehicle upon:

(a) A nonhighway road and in parking areas serving designated off-road vehicle areas
if the state, federal, local, or private authority responsible for the management of the
nonhighway road authorizes the use of off-road vehicles;

(b) A street, road, or highway as authorized under RCW 46.09.360; and

(c) Any trail, nonhighway road, or highway within the state while being used under the
authority or direction of an appropriate agency that engages in emergency management, as
defined in RCW 46.09.310, or search and rescue, as defined in RCW 38.52.010, or a law
enforcement agency, as defined in RCW 16.52.011, within the scope of the agency’s official
duties.

(2) An off-road vehicle operated on a nonhighway road or on a street, road, or highway
as authorized under RCW 46.09.360 and this section is exempt from both registration
requirements of chapter 46.16A RCW and vehicle lighting and equipment requirements of
chapter 46.37 RCW.

(3) It is unlawful to operate an off-road vehicle upon a private nonhighway road if the
road owner has not authorized the use of off-road vehicles.

(4) Nothing in this section authorizes trespass on private property.

(5) The provisions of RCW 4.24.210(5) apply to public and private landowners who
allow members of the public to use public facilities accessed by a highway, street, or
nonhighway road for recreational off-road vehicle use.

[ 2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23 § 15; 2011 c 171 § 27; 2010 ¢ 161 § 221; 2006 ¢ 212 § 2; 2005 ¢ 213
§ 4. Formerly RCW 46.09.115]

NOTES:

Finding—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. c 23: See note following RCW 46.09.442,
Effective date—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW 46.09.310,
Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW 4.24.210.
Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws of 2010
and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative session—2010 c 161; See

notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Findings—Construction—Effective date—2005 ¢ 213: See notes following RCW
46.09.300.



RCW 46.09.455

Authorized and prohibited uses for wheeled all-terrain vehicles.

(1) A person may operate a wheeled all-terrain vehicle upon any public roadway of this
state, not including nonhighway roads and trails, having a speed limit of thirty-five miles per
hour or less subject to the following restrictions and requirements:

(a) A person may not operate a wheeled all-terrain vehicle upon state highways that
are listed in chapter 47.17 RCW,; however, a person may operate a wheeled all-terrain vehicle
upon a segment of a state highway listed in chapter 47.17 RCW if the segment is within the
limits of a city or town and the speed limit on the segment is thirty-five miles per hour or less;

(b)(i) A person operating a wheeled all-terrain vehicle may not cross a public roadway,
not including nonhighway roads and trails, with a speed limit in excess of thirty-five miles per
hour, except as follows: A person operating a wheeled all-terrain vehicle may cross a public
roadway with a speed limit of sixty miles per hour or less, but more than thirty-five miles per
hour, at an intersection of approximately ninety degrees if the roadway that intersects the
public roadway with a speed limit of sixty miles per hour or less, but more than thirty-five miles
per hour, is a roadway upon which the operation of wheeled all-terrain vehicles has been
approved or is otherwise allowed under this section.

(i) A county, city, or town may by ordinance prohibit a person operating a wheeled all-
terrain vehicle from crossing a public roadway with a speed limit of sixty miles per hour or less,
but more than thirty-five miles per hour, at specific intersections or along the entirety of the
route within the jurisdiction.

(ii) The operator of a wheeled all-terrain vehicle may not cross at an uncontrolled
intersection of a public highway listed under chapter 47.17 RCW,

(c)(i) A person may not operate a wheeled all-terrain vehicle on a public roadway
within the boundaries of a county, not including nonhighway roads and trails, with a population
of fifteen thousand or more unless the county by ordinance has approved the operation of
wheeled all-terrain vehicles on county roadways, not including nonhighway roads and trails.

(i) The legislative body of a county with a population of fewer than fifteen thousand
may, by ordinance, designate roadways or highways within its boundaries to be unsuitable for
use by wheeled ali-terrain vehicles.

(i) Any public roadways, not including nonhighway roads and trails, authorized by a
legislative body of a county under (c)(i) of this subsection or designated as unsuitable under
(c)ii) of this subsection must be listed publicly and made accessible from the main page of the
county web site.

{iv) This subsection (1)(c) does not affect any roadway that was designated as open or
closed as of January 1, 2013;

{d)(i} A person may not operate a wheeled all-terrain vehicle on a public roadway
within the boundaries of a city or town, not including nonhighway roads and trails, unless the
city or town by ordinance has approved the operation of wheeled all-terrain vehicles on city or
town roadways, not including nonhighway roads and trails.

(ii) Any public roadways, not including nonhighway roads and trails, authorized by a
legislative body of a city or town under (d)(i) of this subsection must be listed publicly and
made accessible from the main page of the city or town web site.

(iii} This subsection {1)(d) does not affect any roadway that was designated as open or
closed as of January 1, 2013;

(e) Any person who violates this subsection commits a traffic infraction.



(2) Local authorities may not establish requirements for the registration of wheeled all-
terrain vehicles.

(3) A person may operate a wheeled all-terrain vehicle upon any public roadway, trail,
nonhighway road, or highway within the state while being used under the authority or direction
of an appropriate agency that engages in emergency management, as defined in RCW
46.09.310, or search and rescue, as defined in RCW 38.52.010, or a law enforcement agency,
as defined in RCW 16.52.011, within the scope of the agency's official duties.

{4) A wheeled all-terrain vehicle is an off-road vehicle for the purposes of chapter 4.24
RCW.

[2017 c 26 § 1; 2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23 § 6.)
NOTES:

Finding—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. c 23: See note following RCW 46.09.442.

Effective date—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW 46.09.310.



RCW 46.37.200

Stop lamps and electric turn signals displayed.

(1) Any vehicle may be equipped and when required under this chapter shall be
equipped with a stop lamp or lamps on the rear of the vehicle which shall display a red or
amber light, or any shade of color between red and amber, visible from a distance of not less
than one hundred feet and on any vehicle manufaciured or assembled after January 1, 1964,
three hundred feet to the rear in normal sunlight, and which shali be actuated upon application
of a service brake, and which may but need not be incorporated with one or more other rear
lamps.

(2) Any vehicle may be equipped and when required under RCW 46.37.070(2) shall be
equipped with electric turn signals which shall indicate an intention to turn by flashing lights
showing to the front and rear of a vehicie or on a combination of vehicles on the side of the
vehicle or combination toward which the tumn is to be made. The lamps showing to the front
shall be mounted on the same level and as widely spaced laterally as practicable and, when
signaling, shall emit amber light: PROVIDED, That on any vehicle manufactured prior to
January 1, 1969, the famps showing to the front may emit white or amber light, or any shade
of light between white and amber. The lamp showing to the rear shall be mounted on the
same level and as widely spaced laterally as practicable, and, when signaling, shall emit a red
or amber light, or any shade of color between red and amber. Tum signal lamps shall be
visible from a distance of not less than five hundred feet to the front and rear in normal
sunlight. Turn signal lamps may, but need not be, incorporated in other lamps on the vehicle.

(3) Any vehicle may be equipped and when required under this chapter shall be
equipped with a center high-mounted stop lamp mounted on the center line of the rear of the
vehicle. These stop lamps shall display a red light visible from a distance of not less than three
hundred feet to the rear in normal sunlight, and shalt be actuated upon application of a service
brake, and may not be incorporated with any other rear lamps.

[ 2006 ¢ 306 § 3; 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 17; 1963 ¢ 154 § 15; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.200. Prior: 1955
¢ 269 § 20; prior: 1953 ¢ 248 § 2, part; 1947 ¢ 267 § 4, part; 1937 ¢ 189 § 23, part; Rem.

Supp. 1947 § 6360-23, part; RCW 46.40.090, part; 1929 c 178 § 1, part; 1927 c 309 § 15,
part; RRS § 6362-15.}

NOTES:

Severability—1977 ex.s. ¢ 355: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

Effective date—1963 ¢ 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010.



RCW 46.37.380

Horns, warning devices, and theft alarms.

(1) Every motor vehicle when operated upen a highway shall be equipped with a horn
in good working order and capable of emitting sound audible under nermal conditions from a
distance of not less than two hundred feet, but no horn or other warning device may emit an
unreasonably loud or harsh sound or a whistle. The driver of a motor vehicle shall when
reasonably necessary to insure safe operation give audible warning with his or her horn but
shall not otherwise use such horn when upon a highway.

(2) No vehicle may be equipped with nor may any person use upon a vehicle any
siren, whistle, or bell, except as otherwise permitted in this section.

(3) It is permissible for any vehicle to be equipped with a theft alarm signal device so
long as it is so arranged that it cannot be used by the driver as an ordinary warning signal.
Such a theft alarm signal device may use a whistle, bell, horn, or other audible signal but shall
not use a siren.

(4) Any authorized emergency vehicle may be equipped with a siren, whistle, or bell
capable of emitting sound audible under normal conditions from a distance of not less than
five hundred feet and of a type conforming to rules adopted by the state patrol, but the siren
shall not be used except when the vehicle is operated in response to an emergency call orin
the immediate pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law, in which {atter events the
driver of the vehicle shall sound the siren when reascnably necessary to warn pedestrians and
other drivers of its approach.

[2010 c 8 § 9052; 1987 ¢ 330 § 720; 1986 ¢ 113 § 3; 1977 ex.5. ¢ 355§ 32; 1961 c 12 §
46.37.380. Prior: 1955 ¢ 269 § 38; prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 35; RRS § 6360-35; RCW 46.36.040.]

NOTES:

Construction—Application of rules—Severability—1987 c 330: See notes
following RCW 28B.12.050.

Severability—1977 ex.s. ¢ 355: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

Motorcycles and motor-driven cycles—Additional requirements and limitations: RCW
46.37.539.



RCW 46.37.390

Muffiers required—Smoke and air contaminant
standards—Definitions—Penalty, exception.

(1) Every motor vehicle shall at all times be equipped with a muffler in good working
order and in constant operation to prevent excessive or unusual noise, and no person shall
use a muffler cut-out, bypass, or similar device upon a motor vehicle on a highway.

(2)(a) No motor vehicle first sold and registered as a new motor vehicle on or after
January 1, 1971, shall discharge into the atmosphere at elevations of less than three thousand
feet any air contaminant for a period of more than ten seconds which is:

(i) As dark as or darker than the shade designated as No. 1 on the Ringelmann chart,
as published by the United States bureau of mines; or

(i) Of such opacity as to obscure an observer's view to a degree equal to or greater
than does smoke described in subsection (a)(i) above.

(b) No motor vehicle first sold and registered prior to January 1, 1971, shall discharge
into the atmosphere at elevations of less than three thousand feet any air contaminant for a
period of more than ten seconds which is:

(i) As dark as or darker than the shade designated as No. 2 on the Ringe!mann chart,
as published by the United States bureau of mines; or

(i) Of such opacity as to obscure an observer's view to a degree equal to or greater
than does smoke described in subsection (b)(i) above.

(c) For the purposes of this subsection the following definitions shall apply:

(i) "Opacity" means the degree to which an emission reduces the transmission of light
and obscures the view of an object in the background;

(i) "Ringeimann chart" means the Ringeimann smoke chart with instructions for use as
published by the United States bureau of mines in May 1867 and as thereafter amended,
information circular 7718.

(3) No person shall modify the exhaust system of a motor vehicle in a manner which
will amplify or increase the noise emitted by the engine of such vehicle above that emitted by
the muffler originally installed on the vehicle, and it shall be unlawfut for any person tc operate
a motor vehicle not equipped as required by this subsection, or which has been amplified as
prohibited by this subsection. A court may dismiss an infraction notice for a violation of this
subsection if there is reasonable grounds to believe that the vehicle was not operated in
violation of this subsection.

This subsection (3) does not apply to vehicles twenty-five or more years old or to
passenger vehicles being operated off the highways in an organized racing or competitive
event conducted by a recognized sanctioning body.

[ 2006 c 306 § 4; 2001 ¢ 293 § 1; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 355 § 33; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 135§ 1, 1967 ¢ 232 §
3; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.37.390. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 39; prior: 1937 c 189 § 36; RRS § 6360-36;
RCW 46.36.050; 1927 ¢ 309 § 17; 1921 ¢ 96 § 21; 1915 c 142 § 20; RRS § 6362-17 ]

NOTES:

Rules of court: Monelary penally schedule—IRLJ 6.2.



Severability—1977 ex.s. ¢ 355: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

Motorcycles and molor-driven cycles—Additional requirements and limitations: RCW
46.37.539.



RCW 46.37.400

Mirrors, backup devices.

(1) Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a mirror mounted on the left side of the
vehicle and so located to reflect to the driver a view of the highway for a distance of at least
two hundred feet to the rear of such vehicle.

(2) Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with an additional mirror mounted either
inside the vehicle approximately in the center or outside the vehicle on the right side and so
located as to refiect to the driver a view of the highway for a distance of at least two hundred
feet to the rear of such vehicle.

(3) Every truck registered or based in Washington that is equipped with a cube-style,
walk-in cargo box up to eighteen feet long used in the commercial delivery of goods and
services must be equipped with a rear crossview mirror or backup device to alert the driver
that a person or object is behind the truck.

(4) All mirrors and backup devices required by this section shall be maintained in good
condition. Rear crossview mirrors and backup devices will be of a type approved by the
Washington state patrol.

[1998 c 2 §1; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 355 § 34; 1963 c 154 § 25; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.37.400. Prior: 1955 ¢
269 § 40; prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 37; RRS § 6360-37; RCW 46.36.060.]

NOTES:

Effective date—1998 c 2: "This act takes effect September 30, 1998." {1998 c 2 §
2]

Severability—1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 46.37.010.
Effective date—1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

Motorcycles and motor-driven cycles—Additional requirements and limitations: RCW
46.37.539.



RCW 46.37.420

Tires—Restrictions.

(1) It is unlawful to operate a vehicle upon the public highways of this state unless it is
completely equipped with pneumatic rubber tires except vehicles equipped with temporary-use
spare tires that meet federal standards that are installed and used in accordance with the
manufacturer's instructions.

(2) No tire on a vehicle moved on a highway may have on its periphery any block,
flange, cleat, or spike or any other protuberance of any material other than rubber which
projects beyond the tread of the traction surface of the tire, except that it is permissible to use
farm machinery equipped with pneumatic tires or solid rubber tracks having protuberances
that will not injure the highway, and except also that it is permissible to use tire chains,
alternative traction devices, or metal studs imbedded within the tire of reasonable proportions
and of a type conforming to rules adopted by the state patrol, upon any vehicle when required
for safety because of snow, ice, or other conditions tending to cause a vehicle to skid. It is
unlawful to use metal studs imbedded within the tire between April 1st and November 1st,
except that a vehicle may be equipped year-round with tires that have retractable studs if: (a)
The studs retract pneumatically or mechanically to below the wear bar of the tire when not in
use; and (b) the retractable studs are engaged only between November 1st and April 1st.
Retractable studs may be made of metal or other material and are not subject to the
lightweight stud weight requirements under RCW 46.04.272. The state department of
transportation may, from time to time, determine additional periods in which the use of tires
with metal studs imbedded therein is lawful.

(3) The state department of transportation and local authorities in their respective
jurisdictions may issue special permits authorizing the operation upon a highway of traction
engines or tractors having movable tracks with transverse corrugations upon the periphery of
the movable tracks or farm tractors or other farm machinery, the operation of which upon a
highway would otherwise be prohibited under this section.

(4) Tires with metal studs imbedded therein may be used between November 1st and
April 1st upon school buses and fire department vehicles, any law or regulation to the contrary
notwithstanding.

[2012 ¢ 75 § 1; 2007 c 140 § 2; 1999 ¢ 208 § 1; 1990 c 105 § 1; 1987 ¢ 330 § 721; 1986 ¢
113 § 4; 1984 ¢ 7 § 50; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 32§ 1; 1969 ex.s. c 7 § 1; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.37.420. Prior:
1955 ¢ 269 § 42; prior: (i) 1937 c 189 § 41; RRS § 6360-41; RCW 46.36.100. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 §
42; RRS § 6360-42; RCW 46.36.120; 1929 ¢ 180 § 7; 1927 c 309 § 46; RRS § 6362-46.]

NOTES:

Construction—Application of rules—Severability—1987 c 330: See notes
following RCW 28B.12.050.

Dangerous road conditions requiring special tires, chains, metal studs: RCW 47.36.250.

Motorcycles and motor-driven cycles—Additional requirements and limitations: RCW
46.37.539,



RCW 46.37.530

Motorcycles, motor-driven cycles, mopeds, electric-assisted
bicycles—Helmets, other equipment—Children—Rules.

(1) It is unlawful:

(a) For any person to operate a motorcycle, moped, or motor-driven cycle not
equipped with mirrors on the left and right sides which shall be so located as to give the driver
a complete view of the highway for a distance of at least two hundred feet to the rear of the
motorcycle, moped, or motor-driven cycle: PROVIDED, That mirrors shall not be required on
any motorcycle or motor-driven cycle over twenty-five years old originally manufactured
without mirrors and which has been restored to its original condition and which is being ridden
to or from or otherwise in conjunction with an antique or classic motorcycle contest, show, or
other such assemblage: PROVIDED FURTHER, That no mirror is required on any motorcycle
manufactured prior to January 1, 1931;

(b) For any person to operate a motorcycle, moped, or motor-driven cycle which does
not have a windshield unless wearing glasses, goggles, or a face shield of a type conforming
to rules adopted by the state patrol;

(c) For any person to operate or ride upon a motorcycle, motor-driven cycle, or moped
on a state highway, county road, or city street unless wearing upon his or her head a
motorcycle helmet except when the vehicle is an antique motor-driven cycle or when the
vehicle is equipped with all of the following:

(i) Steering wheel;

(i) Seat belts that conform to standards prescribed under 48 C.F.R. Part 571; and

(iii) Partially or completely enclosed seating area for the driver and passenger that is
certified by the manufacturer as meeting the standards prescribed under 49 C.F.R. Sec.
571.216.

The motorcycle helmet neck or chin strap must be fastened securely while the
motorcycle, moped, or motor-driven cycle is in motion. Persons operating electric-assisted
bicycles and motorized foot scooters shall comply with all laws and regulations related to the
use of bicycle helmets;

{d) For any person to transport a child under the age of five on a motorcycle or motor-
driven cycle;

(e) For any person to sell or offer for sale a motorcycle helmet that does not meet the
requirements established by this section.

(2) The state patrol may adopt and amend rules concerning standards for glasses,
goggles, and face shields.

(3) For purposes of this section, "motorcycle helmet" means a protective covering for
the head consisting of a hard outer shell, padding adjacent to and inside the outer shell, and a
neck or chin strap type retention system, with the manufacturer's certification applied in
accordance with 48 C.F.R. Sec. 571.218 indicating that the motorcycle heimet meets
standards established by the United States department of transportation.

[2009c 275§ 5; 2003 c 197 §1; 1997 ¢ 328 § 4; 1990 ¢ 270 § 7. Prior: 1987 ¢ 454 § 1;
1987 ¢ 330 § 732; 1986 ¢ 113 § 8; 1982 c 77 § 7; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 355 § 55; 1971 ex.s. c 150 §
1;1969c 42§ 1; 1967 ¢ 232§ 4.]



NOTES:

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule—IRLJ 6.2.
Short title—1990 c 270: See RCW 43.70.440.

Construction—Application of rules—Severability—1987 c 330: See notes
following RCW 28B.12.050.

Severability—1982 ¢ 77: See note following RCW 46.20.500.
Severability-—1977 ex.s. ¢ 355: See note following RCW 46.37.010.
Maximurm height for handlebars;: RCW 46.61.611.

Riding on motorcycles: RCW 46.61.610.



